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e OBSERVATIONS. ;

The socialism cinnot be denied that
atops short of a redistribution of the
wealth of the world, and affirms every
induetrious and thrifty man’s right to
pure air, earth and pure water in suffi-
cient quantities, to keep him and his
family alive, although the air is defiled
and poisoned by anybody orany corpor-
ation that has money enough to build a
big chimney or run a steamboat ora
train of cars, and the purity of the water
is dependant upon a city council whose
original capacity to tell fresh water from
salt water, ceems to have been entirely
destroyed by disuss. The people of
Lincoln are long suffering, they are pa-
thetically patient. They do not ques-
tioo the wisdom and disinterestedness
of a council which year after year has
provided water strong enough tokill the
grass oo the lawns and eat up the pipes
through which it ic ~ondue*ed ioto the
human stomachs which it also disagrees
with and finally destroys. Every Mon-
day pight the council meets and
wrangles over questions which coocera
the health, wealth and comfort of this
commuinity, and it finally comes to some
conclusion, with mora or lz¢s unanimity,
without any regard at all to the health,
weaith or, comfort of the community, but
with empecial regard to the wealth and
specific pdlitical futures of as mwany in-
dividusals of the council as can get in on
the deal. There are always exceptions
to these sweepiog charges. True pat-
riots have been and are now in the city
council and they may yet be able to lead
it to pure water. It would be inexped-

ient, not to seay unhealthy, for even Tur
Courier, which has no aspirations for
political influence, to intimate that so
respectable a looking and patronage dis-
tributing company of men as the past

- acd present cily council, are capabls

of {rading and trifling with the city
water. But digging more wells in the
F  street salt basin excites more
suspicion than any newspaper can arouse.
The F street weil kills babies aed in-
valids as well as lawns, and yet the peo
ple are not maddened at a proposition in
the council which, if carried will in.
crease tha pestilence. If some of the
peopledo not lika it there are still enough
who will vote for these unnatural city
fathers tore-elect them. Notwithstand.
ing that their records show their ser-
vices to have been valueless to the city,
because they have been loyal in certain
directions they will be re-elected and
the water will grox saltier in cinse-
quence. The people of Lincola are
“easy.” For many years have they
drunk of bitter water all becauss they
do not remember the miuutes of the
council, at the primaries. It hss been
suggested that the location of tte F
street well is on the line of the Burling-
ton; whereas the Bouth street well's
furnaces must be filled with coal from
the Rock lslaod cars. If this Le so the
Rock Island Agent must be asiesp. A
little rustlivg on his part might be
productive of blessing to ths whole city.
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Miss Fairbrother makes a curious
chargein her last issue agsinet the
Journal, so absurd that it is worth
while, just for fun, to take it out of in
nuendo and put it into a direct state-
meot. Miss Fairbrother says in regard
to the excerpt from the Rocky Mountain
News copied and commented upon by
the Journal and reprinted by Tur
Counizg, that inall probability the Jour-
nal incited the editor of the club notes
in the Denver paper to write aspersions
on the efficial organ of the woman's
clubsof Nebraska in order that the
Journal might copy the same as an im-
partial, unbiased opinicn from a compe-
tent critic of the aforesaid organ. The
ridiculousness of such a charge ouly
needs to be put into plain words to  dis-
prove itsslf. No one could read the
Woman's Weekly the past season wilh
out geltiog the impression that the
Woman's club of Omaha is mansged by
a ring whose whole idea is s:If aggran-
gisement rather than the greatest good
of the greatest number. Such charges
decreasa the efficiency of the club
without improving the situation which,
if it exist, can best be reformed from the
inside. Thke club is big enough and vig-
orous enough to eliminate in time, all
elements that work it harm; anyway it
ought to have the unfettered opportun
ity. If Miss Fairbrother were a member
of the Lincoln Woz an's club, it might
zow be coasidered hopelessly corrupt.

As it is, the small or large differences of
opinion which exist in ary large body of
men or women are argued, voted upon
and eettled without the knowledge of
the public and without any permanent
disegreement. Its usefulnes increuses
every year. The departments work in
barmooy with the ceantral government
and, according to present indications, it
has a large future before it. The criti-
cisms of Mise Fairbrothe:’'s paper by
)maha women acd club women all over
the state bear upon a partizanehip and
an occasional intemperance of language
which- are the real c(auses of the
lack of loyalty to the official organ.
With these personal characleristics
of Miss Fairbrother the Journal
has rcothing to do and they are
so apparent that a club editor in another
state spontaneouely writes of them aa
she might any other phenomena. Miss
Fairbrother is an original and vigorous
writer, but she writes from t9o narrow a
personal standpoint. Jourpalism is bus-
inees and business in a game of cut throat.
Those who play it can not be mag
nanimous, can scarcely be honest. In
order not to lose faith in every thing
bhuman, it is necessary while trying to
attain your own ends to lovk upon the
strils from your opponeats poiat of view
as well as your own and acquit them, if
posstble, of everything but the com-
petitive instinct and methods which the
commercial system we live under has
evolved. A system which bhas ad-
vantages io awakening enterprise and
keepicg it alive but which is neverthe-
less imposesible t» reconcile with the
praclice of the Christian religion, ex-
cepl on Sundays in the sarctuary. And
only there, because the rules of trade
are temporarily suspended.
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Now that the fuony insides of the
Sunday World-Herald and the Sunday
morning Call are ideotical, the day has
loet gpica. .
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The Maloce episode is on'y a con
stantly recurring incident of the spoils
system. Malone displaced a tire chief
and is displaced by another and less ex-
perienced man, ool because he is not
eflicient but because he is of a different
political faith from the mayor. So
long as a mas is depr.ved of his job for
reasons not connected with the efficiency
of the service rendered 30 long will the
people be but imperfectly served.
It will probably ta ¢ Mr. Weidman a
number of years to reach the efficiency
which Mr. Malone has attained, and in
the meactime the risk to property and
hives is greatly increased. The sys'em
is at fault and pot the mayor, for the
joss of an experienced officer. Mayor
Grabam's predecessors have followed
the custom, his successors will follow
it, until the offica is placed under civil
service reform rules.

The etrife between the old chief

and the new one as to which should
ride in the fire chief's wagon,

should a fire occur, which did pot,
entered domain of broad farce. The
spectacle of the former chiel sitting
in the red coameled wagon with his
foot on the big gong prepared to make
an impressive round of the stations in
his final invoice of fire department
property and being thwarted in his in-
nocent valedictory schems by a fireman
who, in obeiecce to the new chiel's
order’s held back the horse, is juvenile
and crule. ' It belongs in the sawdast
riog or oo the vaudeville stage with the
big Dutchman and the red haaded
Irishman, whose nations! belligerent
characteristics the chiefs effectually

represent.
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Trades unions have gained in popular-
ity with the whole people to a remark-
able degrea in the last fiftesn years. The
newspapers all over the country are in
sympathy with the miners in their strike
sguninst unjust weighirg scales and the
tyranny of the company siores and the
system of being payed with credit
tickets on them inetead of with money.
The willingneas of the mine.owners to
come to terms is due as much o pub-
liz sentiment as to tha coercion of with-
drawn labor. The company stores have
been a scandal for years. Their opera-
tions have had all the freedom of a mon-
opoly, their propristors have oppressed
the miners with the arrogancs of un
rebuked power. Ths agreement pro-
vides that no wine owners shall hav
any financial connection with a store.
If this agreement is kept one of the
abuses which has been the main caue
of most of the miasing strikes of late
years will be swept away There is
something in the life of a miner which
makes him restless and extravagant,

childiike in expenditure. Daylight
eobers, steadies, anl makes a
man more ressonable. By day-

light a mar s2es an object with-
out the groiesque eloogated shadows
which an artificial nearby light casts
on everything. By daylight he can see
all arouad it and he is brought isto com-
prehending relations with the whole
world. The medicinal sumlight rarely
falls upon the micer. Down in the
ground his vision must adapt itself to
the distorted effec®s of the little lamp in
his cap, and upabove the ground he isa
bard custower to dJeal with. Because
be is iguoraot and easily lec by demi-
gogues he has besn a longer time in get-
ting his rights, though turbulecce and
discootent have been the record of all
miniog communities. Where they should
have beso treatsd with an eclightened
fairness, mine owners bave presumed
upun their ignorance to  impmwe coadi-
tiossupon them which trades unions
of all other bracches of labor have long
since dove away with. The preseat
strike is the firet ona of the many which




